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Study Texts 

1. Deuteronomy 30:11-14 

 ּכִ֚י הַּמִצְוָ֣ה הַּזֹ֔את אֲׁשֶ֛ר אָנֹכִ֥י מְצַּוְָ֖ הַּיֹ֑ום ֹלֽא־נִפְלֵ֥את הִוא֙ מִּמְָ֔ וְֹל֥א ְרחָֹק֖ה הִֽוא׃
Surely, this Instruction which I enjoin upon you this day is not too baffling 
for you, nor is it beyond reach. 
12 
אֹתָּ֖ה וְיַׁשְמִעֵ֥נּו  ּלָ֔נּו  וְיִּקָחֶ֣הָ  הַּׁשָמַ֙יְמָה֙  יַעֲלֶה־ּלָ֤נּו  מִ֣י  לֵאמֹ֗ר  הִ֑וא  בַּׁשָמַ֖יִם   ֹל֥א 
 וְנַעֲׂשֶּֽנָה׃
It is not in the heavens, that you should say, “Who among us can go up to 
the heavens and get it for us and impart it to us, that we may observe it?” 
13 
וְיַׁשְמִעֵ֥נּו ּלָ֔נּו  וְיִּקָחֶ֣הָ  הַּיָם֙  אֶל־עֵ֤בֶר  יַעֲבָר־לָ֜נּו  מִ֣י  לֵאמֹ֗ר  הִ֑וא  לַּיָ֖ם   וְֹלֽא־מֵעֵ֥בֶר 
 אֹתָּ֖ה וְנַעֲׂשֶּֽנָה׃
Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who among us can 
cross to the other side of the sea and get it for us and impart it to us, that 
we may observe it?” 
14 
  ּכִֽי־ָקרֹ֥וב אֵלֶ֛יָ הַּדָבָ֖ר מְאֹ֑ד ּבְפִ֥יָ ּובִֽלְבָבְָ֖ לַעֲׂשֹתֹֽו׃
No, the thing is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to 
fulfill it. 

--What does this text say about the nature of Torah? Do you agree? 

2. Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 59b 
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This text can be understood as a rabbinic commentary on the section of 
Deuteronomy we just studied. As you read it, think about why the other rabbis 
reject the way Rabbi Eliezer tries to prove his argument. 

The Sages taught: On that day, when they discussed [a certain] matter, 
Rabbi Eliezer answered all possible answers in the world to support his 
opinion, but the Rabbis did not accept his explanations from him.  

After failing to convince the Rabbis logically, Rabbi Eliezer said to them: 
"If the halakha [correct practice] is in accordance with my opinion, this 
carob tree will prove it." The carob tree was uprooted from its place one 
hundred cubits, and some say four hundred cubits. The Rabbis said to 
him: "One does not cite halakhic proof from a carob tree."  

Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: "f the halakha is in accordance with my 
opinion, the stream will prove it." The water in the stream turned 
backward and began flowing in the opposite direction. They said to him: 
"One does not cite halakhic proof from a stream." 

Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: "If the halakha is in accordance with my 
opinion, the walls of the study hall will prove it." The walls of the study 
hall leaned inward and began to fall. Rabbi Yehoshua scolded the walls 
and said to them: "If Torah scholars are contending with each other in 
matters of halakha, what is the nature of your involvement in this 
dispute?" The Gemara relates: The walls did not fall because of the 
deference due Rabbi Yehoshua, but they did not straighten because of 
the deference due Rabbi Eliezer, and they still remain leaning.  
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Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: "If the halakha is in accordance with my 
opinion, Heaven will prove it." A Divine Voice emerged from Heaven and 
said: "Why are you differing with Rabbi Eliezer, as the halakha is in 
accordance with his opinion in every place that he expresses an opinion?" 
Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: It is written: “It is not in 
heaven” (Deuteronomy 30:12).  

The Gemara asks: What is the relevance of the phrase “It is not in heaven” 
in this context? Rabbi Yirmeya says: "Since the Torah was already given at 
Mount Sinai, we do not pay attention to a Divine Voice, as You already 
wrote at Mount Sinai, in the Torah: 'After a majority to incline' (Exodus 
23:2)." Since the majority of Rabbis disagreed with Rabbi Eliezer’s 
opinion, the halakha is not ruled in accordance with his opinion.  

The Gemara relates: Years after, Rabbi Natan encountered Elijah the 
prophet and said to him: What did the Blessed Holy One, do at that time, 
when Rabbi Yehoshua issued his declaration? Elijah said to him: The Holy 
Blessed One, smiled and said: "My children have triumphed over Me! My 
children have triumphed over Me!" 

--What is the "triumph" in this story? What does it have to do with the text from 
Deuteronomy? 
--What are some of the things these two texts say about our relationship to 
Torah? 
--How would you describe your relationship to Torah? 
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May our eyes sparkle with the love of Torah, 
and may our ears hear the music of its words. 

May the space between each letter of the scrolls 
bring warmth and happiness to our souls. 
M a y t h e 

syllables draw holiness from our hearts, 
and may this holiness be gentle and soothing 
to us and all creation. 
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