Temple Emanu-El Shavuot
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THE WORLD is sustained by three things: Torah, worship and loving deeds.

BLESSINGS FOR FESTIVALS

The candles are lit before the blessing is recited.
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BLESSED ARE YOU, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,
who hallows us with mitzvor,

commanding us to kindle the light of (Shabbat and) this Festival.

May these Festival lights open our eyes to the joys in life:

beauty that delights the eye,

freedom to be ourselves,

the knowledge of Torah that shapes our moral being,

the heritage of celebration that unites us as a people.

Praise to You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,

for giving us life, sustaining us, and enabling us to reach this season
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Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, Mclech haolam, shehecheyanu vkiymanu v'higianu laz’'man hazeh,



Temple Emanu-El Shavuot

SHAVUOT

NOW summer’s prospect,
the world ripening and growing softer,
the promise of harvest fulfilled,

the warming sun, lies before us.

Now the vision of Torah.
The world at peace and growing gentler,
the promise of goodness fulfilled,

the loving heart, lies open to the mind.

LAASOK B’DIVREI TORAH
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Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe,
who has sanctified us through Your commandments,
and commanded us to engage in words of Torah.
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Study Texts

1. Deuteronomy 30:11-14
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Surely, this Instruction which I enjoin upon you this day is not too baffling
for you, nor is it beyond reach.
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It is not in the heavens, that you should say, “Who among us can go up to
the heavens and get it for us and impart it to us, that we may observe it?”
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Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, “Who among us can
cross to the other side of the sea and get it for us and impart it to us, that
we may observe it?”
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No, the thing is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to
fulfill it.

--What does this text say about the nature of Torah? Do you agree?

2. Babylonian Talmud, Bava Metzia 59b
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This text can be understood as a rabbinic commentary on the section of
Deuteronomy we just studied. As you read it, think about why the other rabbis
reject the way Rabbi Eliezer tries to prove his argument.

The Sages taught: On that day, when they discussed [a certain] matter,
Rabbi Eliezer answered all possible answers in the world to support his
opinion, but the Rabbis did not accept his explanations from him.

After failing to convince the Rabbis logically, Rabbi Eliezer said to them:
"If the halakha [correct practice] is in accordance with my opinion, this
carob tree will prove it." The carob tree was uprooted from its place one
hundred cubits, and some say four hundred cubits. The Rabbis said to
him: "One does not cite halakhic proof from a carob tree."

Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: "f the halakha is in accordance with my
opinion, the stream will prove it." The water in the stream turned
backward and began flowing in the opposite direction. They said to him:
"One does not cite halakhic proof from a stream.”

Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: "If the halakha is in accordance with my
opinion, the walls of the study hall will prove it." The walls of the study
hall leaned inward and began to fall. Rabbi Yehoshua scolded the walls
and said to them: "If Torah scholars are contending with each other in
matters of halakha, what is the nature of your involvement in this
dispute?” The Gemara relates: The walls did not fall because of the
deference due Rabbi Yehoshua, but they did not straighten because of
the deference due Rabbi Eliezer, and they still remain leaning.
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Rabbi Eliezer then said to them: "If the halakha is in accordance with my
opinion, Heaven will prove it." A Divine Voice emerged from Heaven and
said: "Why are you differing with Rabbi Eliezer, as the halakha is in
accordance with his opinion in every place that he expresses an opinion?”
Rabbi Yehoshua stood on his feet and said: It is written: “It is not in
heaven” (Deuteronomy 30:12).

The Gemara asks: What is the relevance of the phrase “It is not in heaven”
in this context? Rabbi Yirmeya says: "Since the Torah was already given at
Mount Sinai, we do not pay attention to a Divine Voice, as You already
wrote at Mount Sinai, in the Torah: 'After a majority to incline' (Exodus
23:2)." Since the majority of Rabbis disagreed with Rabbi Eliezer’s
opinion, the halakha is not ruled in accordance with his opinion.

The Gemara relates: Years after, Rabbi Natan encountered Elijah the
prophet and said to him: What did the Blessed Holy One, do at that time,
when Rabbi Yehoshua issued his declaration? Elijah said to him: The Holy
Blessed One, smiled and said: "My children have triumphed over Me! My
children have triumphed over Me!"

--What is the "triumph" in this story? What does it have to do with the text from
Deuteronomy?

--What are some of the things these two texts say about our relationship to
Torah?

--How would you describe your relationship to Torah?
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KADDISH D'RABANAN

For our teachers and their students,
And the students of the students

We ask for peace and loving kindness
And let us say, Amen

And for those who study Torah,

Here and everywhere
May they be blessed with all they need

And let us say, Amen

We ask for peace and lovingkindness
And let us say, Amen
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MOURNER’S KADDISH
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EXALTED and hallowed be God’s great name

in the world which God created, according to plan.

May God'’s majesty be revealed in the days of our lifetime

and the life of all Isracl — speedily, imminently, to which we say Amen.

Blessed be God’s great name to all eternity.

Blessed, praised, honored, exalted, extolled, glorified, adored, and lauded
be the name of the Holy Blessed One, beyond all earthly words and songs of blessing,
praise, and comfort. To which we say Amen.

May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life, for us and all Israel.
to which we say Amen.

May the One who creates harmony on high, bring peace to us and to all Israel.
To which we say Amen.
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May our eyes sparkle with the love of Torah,
and may our ears hear the music of its words.
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THE WORLD is sustained by three things: Torah, worship and loving deeds.

May the space between each letter of the scrolls
bring warmth and happiness to our souls.

May
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syllables draw holiness from our hearts,
and may this holiness be gentle and soothing
to us and all creation.
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